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In obedience to the aforementioned texts in the Qur'an and Sunnah, there arose in the
Muslim Ummah right from the beginnings of Islamic centuries a trend tliat had been
trsing the creeds and actions of the companions as criteria for accepting and rejecting
religious practices. It is acknowledged that from the onset, those sets of people, wlre not
being referred to as Solafis, but their trend was never different frorn what-later surfaced as
the concept of Satafiyyaft.2s During the time of Prophet Muhammad and the reign of his
companions, there was no need to clairn Salafiyyalz because all the adherents of lrlu*
were steadfast on the clear teachings o1' Prophet Muhamrnad and the (Jmmah was
uniform on a universal trend.26

Tlre account of the historical development af Scttofiyyah is given by Professor "Imarah.
According to hirn, Salofiyah bas passed tl'rrough three stages rvith 6ifferent featu res."
l{e argued that the concept as it is, emergecl during the Abbasid era (Secopd Century of
Islam) as a ultra conservative and literalist trend attacking the new evolvipg renaissance
of Greek Philosophy in the Muslim comlrtunity.2s The then l\{uslim Philosophers were
notorious for rejecting the sacred texts and relying on Creek based philosophy and this
florced the ernergence of another trend which negated the value of reason and stressed the
sacredness of textual literalism.'o The nerv trend was headed by Imam Ahmacl bn F{anbali
(d. 855CE) and supported by the Muhaddithun (Scholars of Prophetic 'fradition) nameiy:
lbn Rrirawayihi (C. 852C8), Bukh5ri (d. 870CE), Muslirn (875C8), Abu D6ud (d.
B88CE), Darirni (d. 893CE), Tabarani (d. 97lCE) and Bayhaqi (d. l066CE).'o Salapyyah
in this stage was characterized by literalism, conservatism and hostility to r"u*ning.
During the tirne of Ibn Tayrniyyah, rationalism rvas injected ta Satafil,yah in the sense
that he unequivocally declared that what is reasonable to a comtnon sense will never be
contradicted by authentic textual provision; he also asserted tfiat humart reason has t5c
natural capacity to discover what is legally normal and abnognal and he also admittcd
that sound analogical judgement is among the parameters of divile justice.3l 1-r tlris stagc"
Salafiyyah is characterizecl by the comhination of textual provisions with sound
reasonings, intellectual disposition and acaclemic polemics. 'fhe last stage passed througlr
by Salafiyyoh, according to 'Imarah, was quite influenced by the beclouinism and
Irarshness of the Arabian gulf from where the Satafi refornrist, Ibn 'Abdil WahhES,
came."

Although, it is indisputably adrnitted ttrat o[those achievements of lbn Abclil Wairhab are
the expulsion of polytireistic acts lreing prncticecl by the then Muslirns, apd niilirnizipg
the superstitious cloctrines of the mystics, much corrfusion has been causecl in ttrre Muslirl
Ummqh througlt the current Satafiyyah reducal of challenges {'acing the IMuslims to literal
textual provisions and hostility to intellectual reasonings arid rnodernity.33 I-{aving noticed
the difference in the rationalistic versiott of lbn T-uymiyyah Salafiyyah and the literalistic
version of lYahehi - Salafiyysh, }/IuhaLlnrad Abcluh (d. 1905CE) has aclvocated in the
beginrrings of last century for the adoption of rationalistic version of Satafiyyalt which
connotes the coltception of Islam accorcling to the patterns followed by the Salaf and
return to the primary sources of, Islam.3a
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