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Abstract

The derek v'ntidbar (exodus and desert) experience of the lsraelites rvas monitorcd by

ViiWif una guarded by the sinatic torah tt'' berith (law and covenant) YLIWH made laws

f* ni, p.opG so that they might know how to relate rvell with him and lvith one another

in a humane and fair mannei. l,atvs are usually enacted to point out sin, rnakc people

""ii'ririri 
rr"urts and piactices and mete our punishments forrulprits so as ro maintain

o.J"ifl,,.rt and protect people's rights in the society Thus, YHWH wanted justioe' the

iui, t."ut,o"nt oi people und u i;ulgocio's ruling in all matters- even those rvhich the

t".i""t, f^* *ry not 
"ou". 

verbatim. This paper therefore seeks to examine the concept

"f.irt,i." 
in Detrteronomy I6: I 8-20 as a preiequisitc to enjoying the benefits YHWII had

il;i;"J ior the lsraelites in thc land oi Cunuun' Hermeneutical research approach rvas

Ia"pi"a,,. clearly dclineate llre corcepts ofjustice in the context of Deut 16:18-20 [t

,rul ai."ou"l."a t[at despite thc l'act fhat Judges were appointed inequality, oppression'

Iril"ry ".a 
coriuption itill persisred among tl]e lsraelites' rvhich YIJWH pointed out

,u"r" iu.,o., responsible for ilieir untimely' death and poverty. The paper concluded b1'

,".o.*.nding ihar credibility should noi be compromised in appointing Judges; the

j;;i;;t;h;'id be sanitized and corrupt members should be heavily sanctioned'

Kcpvortls: Justice, YHWH, Law, Covenant, Fulfillment

lntrod uction

The popular saying is correct that "rvhere therc is no larv' there is tlo sin " ln any state or

.oaiJty'r,'tl"* riar"" a." no lo*s or restrictions or guide to human conducts anarchy' chaos

and iisanity naturally characterize sttch comnrunity Larvs are not without purposei they

ur" trua" eith", by dod or humans so that people ian behave and conduct themselves in

;;;;rly ;;J o"""p,ubt" way that confornii to tlic nbrrns and lcgal *'orldvierv of the

so.i"ty. I'.u"ti.ul e*unrpl"s u." Code of I-lammurabi and rhe Dacalogue'

Isracl, during its formativc period. 1br the first timc' became a natiotl otl Mount Sinai

J"rlrg ti " Ixorirs rvith ll'te Decttlogtre as their constittltion and covcnant statutory

;;;i:i",r;. u".iJ". trr" Decalttgtre rihich contains the '[ en Cotnnrandtnents rvhiclr are

lundamental Laws, tllere *"." uih"r. Iaws given to them to take care of various areas of

5't



KVtASU./ottt:tnl of Relisious Studics Vot. S, No. t, (ZOl g)

lifc. 'fo cnforcc such larvs Judges rvcre appointcd as human 
'csscrs 

to represcnt the
nation and ensurc that thc purposc of cnaciing thosc laws rvas aclrieved. Stich Judges,
being human had thc tcndency 

-ol' 
comprornising justicc b_,- cither being nepoti;ic;

tribalistic, scnlirnental, bias ctc. I triey werc bribeJ tiey couri pcrvert justice. :,sticc in
itself is fairncss, corrcctness, doing thc right thing ani thc c,xcrcisc of authority in the
mainteirancc of right. YI IWI I thcrcfore cxpected rl-resc legal officials lo u" C"ai"^rirg,
reputablc, accountablc, rneliculous and reasonable in theii dcalings rvith thc livcs oltlie
t:?p_1.:: 

Il-boll the judiciary and rhc rnasses kcep rhc statutes ind 1he stipulations ofYIIWII; if they maintain justice, righteousness and fairness- devoid ol corruption,
pcrversion and subversion of his rarv, he would i, tum be pleascd with them a,d bress
thcm.rvith victory over thcir cncmies, peaceful stay in their nerv placc, long lile and
abundant prospcrity.l

Larv and Justicc

Thcrc is a.relatiorrship bclwccn larv a^d justicc. our knorvlcdgc ofcach oflhem and thcir
'clationship 

rvill hclp i, not a srnall rvay in dispcnsing justic-c, maintaining fairncss and
ensuring pcacclLrl cocxistencc anrong humans.

Lary

Gcrrcrally spcaking, a larv is a body of rulcs and rcgulations ntcant to guidc and rcgulatc
thc bchavioLrr ofpcople according to trrcir gcnerally- acceptablc norrns i,d *arucs, iimcd
at scckil)g thc good of all and maintain social ordcr in thc socicty. Thcrc arc varioLrs
lortns ol' Iarvs: llterc rvcrc laws itr thc antiquitics, Iikc thc Codc of i larnrnurabi, thc 'lcn
Commandmcnt ctc. Evcry pcoplc, nation ind tcrritory lras larv: notablc arc thc Ronran
Law, thc Grcck Larv, thc Jcrvish Larv, American Larv, British (E.glish) and Nigerian
Larv, (o nrcntionjust a lerv. Thc tcrnt !larv, is uscd i, many senses: rvc may spcak of iarvs
olphysics, rnathematics, scicncc, or thc larvs offootball...Larv rnay be dcfincd as a rLrlc
ofhuma, conduct, imposcd anti cnrorccd arlo,g lhe rncmbcrs ofa givcn statc. Ifa groufor socicty is to continuc, somc lornr of social ordcr is necessary. Rulcs or larri a.e,
thcrelo.e, d'a.,, up 10 cnsurc that membcrs of the society rnay live and .ro.k togetir", ina, ordcrly and peaccablc rnanncr, Wc lnay say, then, lhai t,,ro i,l"o, undcrlie thc"conccftol larv: (a) ordcr, in the scnsc ol lncthod'or systcm; and (b) compulsion_i.c. tlie
cnlorccmcnt ol obcdiencc to thc rurcs or larvi raii dorv.. Thcrc arc trircc things about
larv: Iaw. is a body of rulcs, larv is for thc guidancc of hunran conduct, and iarv is
inr poscd.'

wc sonrctimcs rhink of Iarvs'as bcing laid dorvn by sonic authority sucrr as a mo,arch,
dictator, or group of pcoplc iri rr4ronraspecial po*,cr is 

'estcd. 
In Biitain *,c can point to

lcgislation for'cxamplcs of IarV iaid doivn by a so'crcig. body, narncly parliament. The
lcgal.:ruthor John ALrstin.(1790-1859) asscrtcd that larv rvas u.o,.,,rund ola sovcrcigrr
ard tllat citizc.ls rvcrc u,dcr a crLrty to obey trrat conrmand. otrrcr rvritcrs say that rnen aid*'ornc, irr prir.itivc socictics lo'mcd rules thcmselvcs, i.c. thai thc .ulcs oi la,,u, spra,rgIionr rvit,i..thc groLrp isc[. onry ratcr rvcrc such rurcs laid dorvn by o souJ,"ili
authbrily ;rnd ir:rposc! orl rhc group 9. n""UOj. subject ro. rhem. Ct"-fy, ,i,it".r:,r' ir*"i,
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; as a larv and thosc persons subject tir it rvill regard it as
cnlorccd it loscs its cffcctivcncs: 

:nfioicemcnt being today
a""J. ifr" Jl"f .haricteristii ol law is lhat it is enforced' such c

carricd out bY thc State.l

Justicc

Pcoplc. dcsirc jtrsticc in thcir pcrsonal, social and cconotnic dcalings Therc is uo

Lurivcrsal agrccrncnt on tt e mc"ni"t oiju'titt' and idcal or perfcct justice is diflicu.lt to'

attain in this lifc. People strivc tol relitivc justicc' not perf€ct justice; and. good larvs

.rrf.r,",irri""a. It is thc business olcitizcns"in a democracy to cnsure that wise laws are

Lrasscd and that they u," f i'iy odtinistc'cd in thc courts of law' Justice' most

I;;:;.,;ii;, ."q"i*t',t,,i-^ jLrdgc bc impartial and independc[t of cithcr partv to a

particular lcgal disPute.

Adedeji observcs that the concept of justice has always bcen on the lips of mcn

throughout agcs. In fact, u* *"-uli'ia*r". ofjusticc have pushed pcoplc to protcst and

clamour for libcration, f.""Oonl nna ind"ptnitnt" flgn' p:?pl" rvho deny them justicc'

Justicc, according to him, can L. l"r,^"i 
"t 

thc quality of_being just and impartial; the

dcgrcc of rightnes.' legiti*a"y,-"q" ity und fui"t"si in awarding of rvhat is due lo people'

on pcrsonal or collective basis'

Ilc rlso qttotcs Aquinas as vicrr irlgjLrsticc as -thc constant and- pcrpctual rvill to rctrder to

.,"ri"l,J ttr,ri r. iuc to hint." irnd Socratcs ns scciug it as an intcrnal disposition to do

tlre right thilg. The principlc oi.lutricc is to givc 
"otlt 

pt"on^ot group' rvlrcthcr rvcak or

strout. rrltat is hisflrcr 0," untr'tlo- At''und th"c contribuiion ofcach otr thc basis ofcqtral

iHr,?;,",,""1 ii;,;;;;;"; i. J". i,.n"" ciprcssed ina right, rvhich is.dctcrrnincd

by natural ancl cotrvcntional l"t; i'; pcrson has a right' to have or do somcthing' othcrs

;i;ft;r,, i" .".p".i,n" tr"i" "'l 'rt" 
balancc if cqual protcctio, and rcciprocity'

JLrsticc is a moral vitluc *nitfl' i'*ii'"t the rvill constantiy and pcrpclually 10 rcndcr to

othcrs ihcil'duc in timc "ta 
pf"t" 

"ila 
in a given sct of-circumstancc' Justicc can rcfcr to

,i,rn[ t..ipt""i,y o. p,opottio"otity in vcrigcancc as for instancc in thc old Tcstamcnt

lLrlc of an eyeJor eyc, n*t ' 'o'')n 
io' ioorlr 

irtlrich was tlle first stcp towards'social ordcr

and civilization. ift thc otfrer eniof 
'tt" 

'pttuu*' 
it has been cquated rvith virtue in

;:;.;;ii;;;;tcr""." o' b'otl'"'l tou" i' christian doctrinc.6

vithfcspccttolhclawandjusticc,lvlriclrshouldbcdevoidolpartialityoropprcssiotl
n^t". 

^"li'r'.an"fd 
utitc as iirclates to thc British lalv and governmcnt that:

All human bciugs itrc '1;crsons' undcr Englislr 'larv' Onc of thc nlost

important t"'"tiit "i Errglish. larv is.that all pcrsons rvithirt 
'thc 

rcalttt'

;nctuaing utic"ili"* '[ri and arc subjcct to ccrtain dtrtics' This slatc ol'

affairs is 
'rot 

ttniveLtol Slu'ct in carlyRomans and Anglo-Saxon timcs'

lor cxamplc, rl"i "" 
r.igf*' ir"y rvcrc rcgarded as chattcls: a thing to be

o.un"d ot ut"tl'o-' ""t"rirrta 
atihc rvill oJlhcir nrastcr or'orvncr''A slal'c

' had,'iri fotu, 
"o''i"gof 

pcrsonality" Sirnilarly in carlY Normar linrcs,,a

ctiminal cotrld bc: clcclarcd as outlarv: solnconc outslde tnc law s
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protection whom any man could kill with impunity.. ,. In English larv
legal personality gcnerally attaches to a human being at birth arij ends at
death.E

Should citizens and non-citizen be treatcd the same way on the ground orjustice and
fairness? According to Baker and padfield:

By a person's nationality wc mean their status as a citizen or membe? of
a pafticular statc to which they own allegiance. Apart from stateless
persons everyone is tlie subject ofsome state to which they owe political
and loyalty, for rvhich they rnay be called upon to fight, pay taxes and
support, and frorr rvhich they may expect protection. Thesi ar.e broad
general statements only. For instance, although we rray say that all
persons must bc national subjects of some state or other. we Lnow that
due tO upheavals ol'war there are some unfortunate .stateless, persons
who have been disorvned by, or expelled from, their country of birth and
origin. Nationality is of great importance in the field of public law. Thus
British subjects enjoy universal franchise, i.e. the righi to vote at local
and Parliamentary elections. Aliens in Great Britain 

-have 
no such right.

They are'subject to certain restrictions conceming entry ir.tto the United
Kingdom and enrployment after entry; furthermore tliey must register
certain particular.s rvilh the police. Citizens of thc European U"nion,
however, have a right to freedom of movement rvithin the Stutc and are
not subject to thc same restrictions as other aliens. e

Apart from these requirements, English law treats aliens in rnuch rhe salne way as
ord.inary British subjects: for example, they are subjcct to the same rure of crirninar rarv
and the same laws of tort and contract. The case- is not too different in Nigeria (rve
dcrived ,rost of our Iaws from llritish law, being our coloniar rnasters) a,d i, ancient
Israel' hr Nigeria reside both nativcs and aliens. The ariens *ray cornprise of the
immigrants, expatriates, tourists, refugees etc. The citizens are also oicategories; citizens
by nativity, by birrh, by marriage, by nationalization ctc. The bottom linels thai, though
all.humans in Nigeria are (idcally) treated with dignity and rcspect, being humani
citizen or non-cilizen, however. in somc cases rikJ enfranchiserirent and 

-othcr 
rhings

strictly meant lor the citizens trrere is obvious discrinrination against non-cir.izens. This is

'o injusticc, because this attitude conforms to trrc provisions 6f th" lu*. of the rand. tn
lact. lo do orheruise is injustice.l

Although tlre Israelites allolvcd roreigners to dwell among them, even right from the
exodus (Exl2:38;23:2; Nm I l:4), yHWll stipulates laws th-at musr protect non_lsraelites
and cnforccs the Israelites to trcat them rvc (Ex 22:2r; 23:9), but tirere are situations or
practices in which non-r$raelites are not crigible and are theiefore disquarificd. So,c of
11":: :1*1 are; paft-taking in thc. passovei, marriage and cntry into rhe l.emple (Ex
12:43-45 Deut 23:2-3). This ,ay be d iscrinr ination 

-bLrt it is ario justicc bccauie such
behaviour confonns to the law of the land.
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Inmattersregardingrighttolivcinanypartofthecountry'tighttodignityofperson-and
;r;;;i;ii; ,i!r,t to"titt the lsraeiitc ia* does not discriminate against foreigners (Lev

i+ljil. iuwu ordered that ,rl" ri"t and dignity of 
. 
people must be protected and

;;;;"i i".p"oiu"ty, lr not t'" *o'iJ u" ung[ with the lsraelites and disaster would

befall them in their new habitatiott'

Earlier on, when the laws wcrc first given Y.HWH had warned ,aqainst 
injustice and

"roti.;r"ri "i ""v 
tino u*ong tn" lsraelites' This is seen in Exo 23:6-9:

Do not deny justice to your poor people in their Iawsuits' Have nothing

to do with a fhlse charge ani do not put an innocent or honest person to

death, for I *ili;;; acluit the guilty Do not accept a bribe' for a bribe

blinds those *tto s"" und twiits t'he words of the righteous Do not

opp."r. un alien; you yourself know it feels to be aliens' because you

were aliens in DgYPt'

Seeing the rveight of this matter that pertains to justice' YHWI I deemed it fit to reiterate

;;:;'ri;;, ;i il *u*to.y uooi, t,tnce he prompted Moses to remind the Israelites who

rvere pre paring to "nt.. 
t" pto*i"J'iunJ uy *-i"uaing the taws' This is what gave birth

to thscoiltent of Deuteronomy-a rc-reading or reminder of the Lai'v'

Exegcsis of DculcronomY 16: l8-20

An exegctical rvork deals with the careful study of a lext' understanding it and bcing able

to int.r[r"t it rvithin thc context at which the lext occurs'

Background

Dcutcron0myisabookthatcontainsafarervcllspeeclrtothepeopleollsrael.Mosaic
authorship of the Pentateuch it"fat-1fl"t Moses wrote the "five-books of Moses" attd

hence Dcuteronomy. [t holds thai sin"" i"'u' 
"uully 

attribtrted the contcnt oflhis book to

Moses, then it tneans that f]" 
'"*.".r- 

"lif, its Moiaic authorship. Liberal scholars and

thcolo!.ians havc, horvever, ut""i'Jir'u' this could,har c been written by Moses' thc firsl

if d:,;ii,;;;; ,*ii"" *r'' ai"'l circn r ' 400 B C rl

But some conlents of the Pentatcuch and Deuteronomy in particular suggest that Mose^s

couldn,t have writlen the uo.rli o"ri"ro.omy; horv could'the dead write about himself,

sincc 34:5 holcls that rr" ai.o i"i u.,"-t oot continues. A reasonable explanation could be

,f-l.ii+,i_ r z-r,,^. a later addiiion b1 sorneone else. perhaps one rvho also was an eye-

rvitrress of tltc e-rodrs or not'

Deuteronon.ty is called by the Jcrvs the 'five-fifths' ofthe law" since it completes the fivc

books of Moses lt is togicat both in its place in .the 
canon and in its content'

l)cutcronon.ty rchcarscs trt"'ft"' t''ti* nc* g"n"tation -that 
had co[]e out of the

rviklcrncss atrd rvas l.oki";"i"';t;t- titt to''quttt. ol-^ Canaan The designation

'Deuterotromy' ('second taw]' itt" ln"**t 
'"ndeiing 

itr Creek of l7:18) should be

rcndcrcd, ''l his is the .opy of 1o'-'"p"'ition] of the law ' The book thcreforc does trot
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contain a second larv diflercnt from thc Sinaitic legisration, but is mcrery a partial re-
rcading and expla,ation of thc initial raws and rulcs given. Hence i,'rhe'Masorah,
I Icbrcw tradition, it is coined as ntislnrch torah, mcaning icpetition [or copy] of the law, i
I7: 18.r2

Thc. namc "Dcuteronomy" cornes frorn thc Greck translation (LXx) of Dcuterororny
l7:l8, rvhich rnisundcrstands thc phrasc "a copy of rhis larv,'as'.this sccond laiv..(lo
cleurerononiunt touto). Thc titlc in Ilebr*v is i'Thcse arc the rvords,.. taken frJrr rhc
opcning rvords ofl rhc book. Dcuteronorry is not just a mcrc addition or ncrv rnateriar to
thc alrcady knorvn one, but a rcprcscntation and incurcation of the rcquirerncnts of lrre
covenant betrveen YIIWII and lsrael.

l'lrc Greck appcllatio, of the book, to deurerenontio, (hcncc Litin deureronontilon), as
rvcll as the Ilebrcrv appellation, nishneh torah (17:lg; Jos. g:32), means .,repcated larv,,
or "sccond larv" and alludcs to the fact that Deuteronomy is a (revised) repletio, of the
largc part ofthc larv and history ofthc Tclraleuch (i.c. Genesis-i {urnbers, thc four books
prcccding Dcutcrononry). Although thc rvords msnh hn,rh rrz'l in Deut coukl bc
translatcd as "a copy ofthc larv" and thus considercd as of sccondary nature, it is also
truc that Dcutcrononry constitul.c a sccond covcnant besides the Sinaitic one. l3

Although thc larv rvas dcli'crcd to Moscs at sinai, the pcople ho*,cvcr rccci*cd rhc,r at
thc plains of Moab and a covcnant, bcsidcs thc one concludcd at Sinai rvas cstablishccl
thcrc. l)crtcronolny indccd drarvs upon previous lraditions or thc pcntatcuch, but rvas

'c'iscd 
according 1o thc princ;prcs or thc I lczekian ic-Josian ic rerorms. TIrerc rvas

thcrclblc a, a\\'arcllcss of this book being sccondary. A sirnilar catego,;zatio, or'
stabilizcd cano*ical lradition .,crsus sccondary, ratci-addcd traditio* ls ro,nd in
Mcsopotlllir ( I68.l8l ).

Iltc prrrPosc of rhc book is to rcnrirrtl thc Israclitcs all thc contcnr.s of thc Si.ritic larrs
and coicnant of YI IVI I. Thcy wcrc not only to rerncmbcr, thcy arc also to kccp and clo
1hcrr, as thcir orvn part and rcsponsibirity in lhc covcnant pact so that yIWII rnay
cnrpo\\,cr thcn'r to bc rich (8: 1 8) and inhcrit thc prorn isccl land 1i 6:20;.r4

l'assagc in Ilcbrov (DcLrt l6: I 8-20)

;yhila!$ hrv'hy+- rr,#a& ;),r.\u*v:lt il,*B=. ;l:A/f*f ! <yr]I.=v)rv+ <yl--rp=v) lg
.qd\x#IPA"y=nr! <uth+raA/t wlp=v*rv+ ;yi*t *u:li ;i= ttgnl

dj^V)h^ yKl dj"v) jQ^tll,yiaA r- <ynlp+ ryK!r^ lia [p*v=nr ht.ltt^ia[ t9' .<qlyDlx^ 1.r.]b:Dl [L@s^yw] <ym!k*j& yn]yu(@ rW]u^y+

JAa*lr*tan /l 'f *v=r-y'rv* lry\j=11 /u^m^l: . [D)r+TI qdtxll qd\x//. 20
.El* /t@n{ ;yh#a:/g hrv'hy+rvA#a&

l(ctl ords Sluriv
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shoflint

Therootfortheaboveisaverbto6esapat,rvhich.means'tojudge"ltusuallyoc.culs.in
ila;i;;;i;i, t 

" ;uag"a, r-." rtJ r''" J,rrini'tered justice' he governed' he defended etc'

Hence.rlrr.rrfiiat is a noun ''u""fin"'fiu*f 
rrhich rneans arbiters' lawrers' defcnders'

lcaders and.iudges. But since 'ltiit' 
Itt*t i' the conlext of lar, attd adminislration ol'

justice.it should be well translated as Judges '' .
tuashotrim

The above phrase which begins with conneclittg device and a.coordinating conjunctlon

,d serves a very important function in the text the rcrn,1 sholri.nl on its own has the root

stem shatar is a Qal p"tte"t nlun"*utculine plural' meaning 'officials" 'offrcers"

'overseers', 'foremen' "," 
<l*"n'iiun'ili"' it ut'luna officers". ( l:829) out ot"1i^"-11:

;;;;;;;ifi;tra officer, scribe, secretary, from original meaning as arranger, organrzer

";;ii;0;; il; ".,ia 
u" ",.iii,,yJf;:l:l;'*i,.;",,11:. :flj'hll,l"llj'il_",i

'":1'ilil:J,','*.'j,XXijX"?11,,1;;i'*i,r'.t"i"u-ainu'"'ott'"-"rJg"'id
titen- f ka

Thc above expression is h verb phrasc and lal(es ll]c 
status,of Qal imperlcct second

;;.;;;il;; singulai. o*"n hu. rranstared ir as "you shall appoint'' ( l:829). It came

ffi;H;;;r"lr"i. *.i.t' i,r"ir " prour"*utic buihas been Lrsually translatcd as ''to

;i;. r'i, it;;,;;tivclv used ut'o ot' itt' commit' put' lay' fastcn' appoint' placc' storc'

iil'.',,'"".'*n."",ririv.pt"tr'g"irti'"*til it..unuable or rrcak' in thc sensc of its

lreclucnl loss by outright climinui'on o'Uy assimilation lo an adjacent consonanl ofcither

;;;;',;:;"iil" threl broad ut"u' uf 
''.'tuning 

of the verb nathall are "give"' "put or

set", and ''make or constitute" ihis ttl"'"fot"" t'gg"tts that only Joshua' the lvould-be

successor of Moses ."u. udot"t'J lttre since the iJtb us"d 
-uppt"t 

iu the second person

masculinc singuiar. 1'he 
"ctur-r "o""""tn' 

it'uto" orn""o' officlals and Judges-all legal

personnel. The verb connected ;;i;;;-is titen- tka whose stem is nathan' r'vhich has

been translated as either gtve, pt't, "t' 
uppoint etc That means.Moses was telling Joshtra

rhat, though not rrow (because 
"r 

ti'" q;i impcrfect irnplying "vou will")' but when you

c\entuallv scttle in the l""d "i;;;;;' 
you"itutt ttt' uppoint' und give etc Judges and

ffi:;'J:*,':,;;n "i,i" ttlu*-l,,"se'offices werc not to. be bv,-d^e]l:c,fcv but bv

;;;;ffi;;;ih;ilh the sole authoritv of Joshua the supreme human leader' '

wcshnph"lhrt

The above clause is prefixed rvith a conjunction. x'a' and Thc dominant expresslon

according to Owen occurs iu tftt'q"i pttfttt third person masculine plural (l:829)

("they," "thc peoplc"). 'lt'" 
"onjunttiln 'l'n 

i'npti"t that the appointment ofjudges and

otlrcr lcgal ofTiccrs ltas ,",po"''oiiiii"t j"irrcd rvlth it lt is not mcrc titlc or olfice but also

rcsoo.sibililics and duries. er"1,.r*or! trr. vcrb explairrs their duties: to judgc. abdicate'

::i:liiil;;;;;;;; til';;;;' ;"p'"'"nt tr''" larv and enrorce the content or thc raw on

the pcople and their daily dealings ctc
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mishpal-tsedeq

1'he abovc that seerns to be onc ivord is actually three words: min, shapat and tsedeq.The
prefix;rin is a very strong preposition usually used to prefix nouns. Although in the
expression it appears as ni it is aclually min.ln use rvith other words the n is silent or
assinrilated and hence contracts. It may bc r,rsed to mean: "from" or "out ol'. At timcs it
may indicatc tinie or even comparative tool like "more than", "above", "beyond", "too
much for'", "too great for."

Without its use with tsedeq, rnishpat in thc contcxt of the passage means "from law" or
"out of law". But something is missing-the adjective qualifoing the law-tsedeq. lt
means upright, just or righteous and fairness. Hence the text would read, "and they shall
jucige the people from/out of (the) righteous law" or "and they shall judge the people
from/out ofthe lau, righteously."

lo'-thatc,,

'lhe status ofthe above is negative Iliphil irnperfect, second persorr masculine singular. [t
is a product of the verb nathah, tvhich means: extend, stretch out, spread out, pitch. turn,
perveft, incline, bend, bow etc. ln this context regarding legal matters Moscs lvarned
Joshua, all the Israelites and the rvould-bs legal ofticials not and never to bend, turn or in
the lnost commolr term pervert justice for any ieason. The reason being that that lvas
tendency to pervcrt justice on several factors ranging from nepotisur, bribery and
corruption, con';passion for the rvrong or other iruman carnality. More so lliey wcrc from
the heathcn nations rvho habinrally perpctrated such acts of injuslice to favour family
menrbers or the rich and high class.lE

tisltpot

Thc iarv orjLrdgnrent in the I{ebrcrv is s/rapal tvhile mishpat hes been translated asjusticc
(Owcn 1:829). Litcrally ntishpat means lrom law. This means that mishpar, lranslatcd as
justice mcans ajudgment that is in full agrcement with the colltent oithe book of the
iarv-out of the law or lrom the law--devoid of any influence. That is whatjustice isl 'l'o
thate mishoat, pcrve( justice then means to distort, misrepreserrt, change, altcr cr
misinterpret the content oflhe slatutory provisions.

Its' h ir panim (aj,<ynlP* ryK!t^ )

Jhe abovc occurs in negativc ltiphil imperlcct sccond pcrson, masculine plural. 'l'his

instrumcnt rvas dircctly to JoshLra as the Chief Judge of the soon-to-be Supreme Court.
YIIWII continues with the warning lo',"no", "not" or "do not". -lhis apparently shows
his disagreement. disdain or dislike with the succeeding vocabularies: thakir ahd panim.
The verb tkakir is not mostly lfanslated alone, but it suggests "to do" or "to mauifest
some clraractcr". The other word is paninr, it always occurs in plural fonn, though it is a
sirrgular noun. Othcr singular nouns occurring in plural natwe include elohin,
shammayyinr, mayyinr ctc. Each o[ them has its cxplanation, but for panin, translated as
facc to have a plural nature may bc because thc t'ace cornbines several features of the
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body, like the eyes, nose, head, cars, hair, chceks, jalv ctc. 'fhe facc alone can shorv who

u plr.on is; aird a person can also communicale through lris face in non-verbal

comrnunication. ll,ettce ponint, thc t'ace, rcpresents the personality ofa being, rvhich has a

strong ellect and influence in anything ifl it is prcsent.

So wlren owcn and several Bible scholars and translators present 1o' thakir panim as "do

not shorv parliality," it means parliaiity tnay be a cotnpressed.way of.lvriting. personality'

rvhich cotild be depicted by "face", 'l'he Nigerian Pigeon English has it that: "may you ;rc

dey look face rvhen you dey judge". That is to say, to be thir and just in dispensing

judgment a judge rnust not 1o;k ai the face of the parties involved in a matteri in other
'ruoiar, h. riust-not consider their personality-religion, tribe, closeness 10 him, social

class, political party, financial strenglh etc. To bc fair in judgment and dispense justice a

judge nrust be'boli, frank, blunt, unbiased, objective and not influenced by anything'

a*"""pt ttr" law as a content of the starutory book.re

w" Io' lhirluch shochod (Aaydj"v) jQtlw)
'fhe above cxpression has the status of conjunction, Qal imperfect second person

nrasculine singular. The wo, a conjunction indicates a further relevant instruction; jQ^tl

thklach is a v"crb eal but imperlcit since the action is not yet accomplished (futuristic);

Mor", ,,,us still directing this instruction to Joshua alone (second persotr uasculine

singular), rvho would in t-urn teach thc lsraelites, especially the legal oliicers appoi[ted.

thiiach'lias the root laqach, whicir meatrs: "take, get, fetch" or "lay hold of ' seize"'

''rcccio"", ''acquire" "snatcli" (Kaiser l:481) etc. So in the context of the passage

YllWl I says tlie .iudgcs must not (1o') take, receive, acquire, snatch, (lbrcefully) collect

shochad. bribc.

ki shochud y' 'twwer
.[.lre 

reason rvhy judges must not collect "gifts" is because this shochacl ca]|. y" 'mwer-
'l'his rvor<l y ')iin 

",' 
is lrorn llte toot 'o\rar"'*ake blind " To hc blind means "not 1o

scc"--cither the bribe rvould trake the judgc not to see the law or not to see the crilne

pcrpctratcd by the guilty or uot 10 scc-1wel11 and rnistakenly dischargc the guilty and

pcnalizc tlrc irnoa"-nt. l'or shochtttl y' 'an'tt'er 'ine li.'camim means that onc ol the

crit"rio fo. appointing a judgc is that hc must be rvise, discreet, discerning and very vast

in the lalv. ijesidcs tliat, evctr after thcy lrave been appointed as judges' they rvould

undcrgo sornc special courscs antl somc on-job training. This rnust have tnade thet11 ver)'

knorvicdgcable! But Moses lvarned them that bribe is so subtle and powerful that it can

corrupt, ;arken and hlind both the intellect, ntemory and the consciellce of anyonc rvho

rcccivcs it. )o

wisaleph dib"r ts diqi,tt (<qlyDlx^ y$b=Dl [L@s"yw)
.fhc nrain verb hcrc is saleph, rvhich has becn tanslated to lnean distort, twist pcrvcrt"

ruin. This is a I'orrn of crookcdncss, seleph. The basic meaning of the loot is "to {rvist"l

thc relatcd ideas ol'distoning or pcrverting a man's riglrts or ways makc it synonymous

rvitlr othcr such llcbrcw u".b. oit ltrtpak "ovcrlurn," 'arva "do wrong," "pervert"'and
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'aqash "do that which is crooked." Thc verb (only Piel) is ernployed primarily for
contexts dealing rvith moral or social bchaviour. The 'forah warns strenuously against
taking a bribe (KJV "gift") lest it becloud one's clear thinking and so distort the course of
j ustice (Ex 23:8; Deut l6: l9). 1'he dangcrs of bribery, panicularly in matters of litigation,
were rvell kno*n in the ancient rvorld; the code of Hammurabi states such punishments.
The verb occurs frequently in pointing out that evil so twists the sinful and foolish man
that his rvay becomes perverted. .
lsedeq'

The above rvord occurs in the noun rnasculinc singular. lt is a virtue, an abstract concept
rvhich N'loses still demands of Joshua in regard to Iitigation. The context in which the
term is used is about justice, bur the term employ'ed basicall,v-, means "righteousness".
More to it is the fact that the lerm occurs nvice. follorving each other. When the same
rvord follows each other it usually suggests imperative, emphasis or a weighty demand.
Similar example is Jesus' use ol"'verily verily I say unto you" rvhich also means "most
assuredly" or "certainly" or "truly" (Jn 3:3, 5; l2:24). IfJohn's Gospel presents Jesus as

using this term, it then means that pcople of antiquity often used words in that fashion to
imply seriousness, imperative or vcry important matter. Amplified Bible translates Dcut
16:20 as "follow rvhat is altogether just [that is, uncompromisingly righteous]...";
Revised Standard Vcrsion. translates as "Justice, and only justice, you shall follow...";
Gideon Bible and New Analytical Bible translate it as "That \vhich is altogetherjust shall
tlrou follow..."; Nov American Standard Bible has it as "Justice, and only justice, you
shall pumue." 2r

lenn'on tich"yeh

The cxpression above is an adjectival clause of reason. It occurs in the Qal irnpelfect
second person masculinc singular, 'l-he expression qualifies the command to just fairly.
Thc reason rvhy rve command l ou to judge fairly is "so that you may live and inherit the
land." So there is a Iink beu'een obediencc to the commandment of YHWFI. fairness and
justice and lii ing long to enjo_r, blessings and prospcrity (cf. Deut 28).

Kalland, a seasoned OId Testament scholar also sccs thc content of Deuteronomy l6:[8-
20 as futuristic. Moses was giving thern instruction for their good usc rvhen !.hey
cventually scftle in the land of Canaan. According to him:

This section rcally belongs. with ch. 17. Contemplating the new
settlement in Canaan, Moses instructed the people to appoint "judges"...
and other "officials... in the torvns the Lord would give them. Thejudges
were civil magistrates, and the officials were subordinate leaders rvho
implemented thc decisions ol the judges. The judges were to 'Judge the
pcople fairly"; and thc pcople rverc admonished to follorv justice alone,
so that they rvould be able to continue living as a nation in possession of
the land. fhe judges rvere not to pervertjustice or show partiality. Bribcs
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Chianeouc also obse'rrristhar Moses had bccn thc head or chicfjudge of thc pcople ali

along. fiom Ex I 8, iut tiro. tinre camc rvhen,.lie,was to die and Joshua and the Israelites

musi alpg appoln!judgeg in,the samc lasirion: judges frotn each tribe and officiais to

u.riit ,t 
".irifi"t, 

ea"hl, th"i. several skill and capaciry-difficult cases ti,"y *uy ut;*g

to Josirua who lvould be the Chief Judge in the Supreme Court. The judges were gireu

strict instructions to foilow justice an<i justice alone. This is explained as me-aning that

theirjudgments are not to Lre-aflected by bribes, friendships or peisonal biases' 23

Kl4/.4stryou Hto! Rcliqious-Studics VoL 3, No. f ' POl9)

blind the wisc and twist the words of the riqhteous. The Lonl demands
' ''Dttrt iltslict ll

Itec$mrncndalions'

Looking at the rate at which injustice affected ancient lsrael and the cvil it is causing in

Nigeria presently, the-following rccommendations are therefore made:

'fhe lcgal system ol Nigeria shoLrld bc restructurcd in a way that it is directly relevant to

our siiuation. Tlrere should be proper scparation of power betwcen the Executivc,

Judiciary and the Lcgislature to avoid clash of responsibility and authority. The

Executivc should appoint only Jtrdges that have been tested and can be trusted-pcople
rvho havc the l'ear of God, patfiotic, accountable and humblc. Moreovcr, the appointment

of Judgcs should bc based on character and merit, tlot on religion, ctlrnic or nepotism.

MernbJrs of the public nrust bc sensitized and oricntated on the concept ofjustice and

fairness rvhich ihould begin from their family and 
^eighbourhood. 

Anybody rvho

pcrpetratcs any foint.of injustice or corruption, stating from the leadership (Executive,

Judicialy and the I.egislattrre) shotrld be punishcd

Conclusion.' '

Cod tvho crcated ali irtinian bciI3s does not want any one to be treated with contempt,

clisdain or any fbrm of brutality. tle is God of all and not God of one. Therefore hc

conrmands justice and fairness in dispensing judgment..If 
.the 

judges appointed as

custodians ind intcrpreters of thc law are fair thc world will be a safer, better and

pleasurable place to iive. Though injustice tnanifested in bribery, corruption, subversiotl

and pervasion may offer temporary prosperity, YHWH promises that upholding justice is

a sure kcy to long lil'e and prospclity.
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